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                               March 16, 2024

2023 League Meetings
TO:

AFL Owners

FROM:
Jeff Butler, League Scribe by Default


Sue Wood, Assistant League Scribe by Default
My Fellow A-Hilt Qwners –

Since I missed the 2023A draft, I can’t write up any official minutes for that.  That is not to say that several things (mostly good) happened at that draft, I just don’t have any notes. So this report in will serve as the combined minutes for the whole 2023 season, plus a little bit added after the season end. For sure two awesome things happened at the 2023A season draft.  First we welcomed the lovely miss Rachael Mason into our fold, taking over our beloved Bonzo’s place as John Adelman’s partner.  She is a breath of fresh air and provides a shot in the arm that this ol’ league needs. Also, Paul Olson officially returned to the fold as the humble scribe’s partner.  The Bonzo factor may be gone, but the Olson factor has returned.  One very controversial thing was a rule change that provided for a 4th place Super Bowl payout of $250.  Huge thanks to the league’s “First Lady”, Sue Wood, for keeping track of the roster selections for us.

The A-Hilt Football League 2023B league meeting (92nd season) was held on Saturday, Nov 11, 2023.  The meeting was preceded by great food and service at Rigatoni’s, where we were joined by the lovely Ms. Wood, Donker and Butler.  As per usual, Randy & Sue laid out a beautiful spread for the draft, with, of course, Sue’s traditional killer brownies (better than ever!), and the customary cooler of water, cokes and beer.  I must acknowledge the great job by the new “assistant” scribe, our First Lady, in keeping notes of the proceedings that I am using as I write up these minutes.  
MINUTES:  

A.  Rules Change -
1) 2023A Season – 
Somehow, during the course of the “A” season it was voted that we should have a payout reward for the traditional “hand job” finish of 4th place.  Everyone gets a trophy now I guess.  Anyway it was voted to amend the 2023A season payout to be:

1st - $1400

2nd  - $500

3rd - $350

4th - $250.

Go figure how that happened.

2) 2023B Season – 
After coming back around to their senses, the league voted 6-4 to accept a proposal by Donk to rescind the 4th place payout and return to the previous payout structure:

1st - $1500

2nd  - $600

3rd - $400
4th – Handjob from Taylor Swift.

This makes Tom Martin the first, last and only ever recipient of the $250 4th place money award.  The three of us who finished higher than you hope that you enjoyed the money that we unwittingly donated to your 4th place purse Tom.

B.  Treasury Report/Trades/Fees
Randy reviewed the 2023A financial status and draft order.  The league members congratulated the Olson/Butler team on their dominating Superbowl trophy season that saw them finish in the cash in 7 out of 9 weeks.
Starting from our 2022A carryover of $780 –

There were two trades for $20 each or $40 total -

1) A blockbuster deal that sent Jarod Goff to the Mason/Adelman team while the Jones/Donker team receives their Bengal hookup WR Janal Chase.in return.
2) D. Pierce (Leach) for J. Williams (J/D)
There were thirteen 2023A under 20 fiascos for $195 –

Totals:

      780.00.........Carryover from 2022B

+      40.00.........Trades

+    195.00.........Under 20 club

      +    100.00.........dinner contribution from O/B, the Champs
    1115.00       

      -     460.00…….Dinner & Tip
      -       50.00…….Beer, Ice etc.
     +     605.00         Balance
C.  Trades for Future Draft Picks

There were no trades for future draft picks

D.  Next Draft Venue

No discussion..

E.  Old Business

Butler reported that progress continues on the website, which now contains copies of all of our historical rosters, dating from 1990 to present day, as well as several copies of our league minutes.  All rosters, addresses, rules, etc. are directly accessible on the website at www.ahilt.net.  Surf it sometime.  The old rosters are a hoot.
F.  New Business

1) Olson Factor Returns – Citing rule II.B – 

“B.  DEADLINE -
Lineups and the previous week's scoring confirmation must be in to Randy's voicemail (480)730-0790 or delivered by traceable email message (rstwood777@aol.com) by 9 PM MST on the day before the first game of the week.  Only players playing in a Thursday game need be identified on Wednesday, and only players playing in a Saturday game need be identified by Friday.  COVID Deviation - Players that test positive for COVID can be replaced up until kickoff of their game.  If, for some reason beyond his control an owner cannot comply with this protocol, he can phone or email his lineup in to another owner.”,

Paul put forth a proposal that, for the sake of not starting injured players, we change the rules to read “Line-ups are due in by 9:00 p.m. the day before the games, but minor changes can be made up to one hour before the actual game is played.”  That way we could avoid starting injured players.
      His argument was countered with the typical “That’s the way we always done it.  Everyone is at the same disadvantage.” arguments, with strong endorsement from Randy.

The final vote was a 5-5 deadlock.  So the rules remain unchanged.  But, as everyone above can read, they could use some polishing.
   In summary it turned out to be another crazy season.  We celebrated Rachael and Paul’s entry/reentry into the league.  We survived the 4th place payoff fiasco.  And, not to sound too smug, the Olson/Butler team just pretty much dominating the whole fuckin’ year by winning both Superbowls and finishing fourteen times out of eighteen in the weekly cash.  Not a lot of fun for the rest of you.  But Oly and I LOVED it!!

With regard to the lovely miss Rachael Mason joining our ranks, I’m sure I speak for all of us in heartfelt welcome to her.  She will serve her father proudly.  Ironically and perhaps fittingly, both of the new owner positions are connected to our dearly departed brother, Bonzo Mason.  Of course we know that Rachel’s entrance is to take her dad’s spot.  But it is worth remembering that Paul was originally indoctrinated back in  1991 when Bonzo and I played a game of Blackjack at the Palace Station, to determine whose team Paul would join.  Bonzo won the bet and Oly rode with him for several years until acquiring a team of his own.

So now Paul has returned as my partner and is welcome home among his best friends.  I have received some flak about how, if I hadn’t taken on Paul (the admitted brains of the outfit), that I would still be wallowing in the middle of the pack.  That all of our team’s success this year was due to his wisdom and influence and, without him as a partner, my team would still be sucking donkey dicks. Allow me to go on record as being totally in line with these statements.  It is true that the O/B success this year has been because of his expertise and not mine.  No doubt about it. He has special stuff (like the goddess Pele) on his side.  I felt guilty all the way to the bank.  Paul is my first partner and, although it has been pointed out to me that it is more gratifying to win the trophy on your own, without any Olson-type hep.  I can appreciate that line of thinking.  But I can tell you that having won my own share of trophies without a partner, nothing has been more fun than sharing the experience with someone like Paul.  The conversations that we’ve had have enriched my life so much more.  So grateful for his being my partner.
Bonzo loved the “Lion King”.  He once had a bulldog that was so ugly, slobbery and smelly that he named him Pumba.  Hakuna Metata Bonzo.  The circle of life.
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