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July 16, 2016

2015B League Meeting
TO:

AFL Owners

FROM:
Jeff Butler, League Scribe by Default

Dear A-Hilt Brothers –

Well we were all looking forward to taking advantage of the lovely Karen Donker’s change of heart and enjoying the Donker hospitality at their beautiful Troon estate for this draft.  But alas Jim’s old bionic hip threw a curveball at us and it was not to be.  But on the bright side, his new bionic hip procedure went well and he is back to old Donker form, even dunking basketballs I once dreamt.  Hooray!!

Props to Bonzo for saving the day and hosting an outstanding event, although I don’t remember much more than the awesome beers on tap.  My memory doesn’t matter, because the Admiral did a fantastic job as official league photographer and captured many great moments.  His photos are available for all to view at the following web link –

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipNiKmO9wdvlYTIPiMCutU9wWA0RSuqB3y36vDFU2R-UhlZ9f_bV42wgG-Ysv4_iLw?key=YVJhX1U2NGhVQW15VVhUaDNHVF90WHVQak44YktB
It was wonderful to have our prodigal owner, Paul Olson, attend the pre-draft festivities prior to his rejoining the group after a 10+ year hiatus.  The 2016 season promises to bring much more entertainment to the league as the “Olson Factor” returns!

We all had a laugh at the Commissioner’s expense for his starting kicker Nugent before the Thursday game and thereby being required to keep him for the B season.  Oh well, welcome to my world Randy.  It’s not pretty on this side of the memory line, is it?

Sadly, it was noted that (again) our dear brother Tim was the only owner not in attendance.  Come back Timmy!  We miss you!
MINUTES:  

A.  Treasury Report/Trades/Fees

Randy reviewed the 2015B financial status and draft order.  The league members provided Randy with the traditional round of congratulatory applause on his unprecedented 13th league title.

Starting from our 2015A carryover of $350 we spent $200 on BBQ dinner, leaving $150 to carry forward into the league fund.  There were 4 trades -

1) Randy & Happy (no details available)

2) Bonzo/Adelman – for Admiral/Adam 3rd rnd pick
3) Leach & Flash/Smith (no details available)
4) Jones/Donker – Swap places in draft 1st round and Butler gets Chris Johnson.

There were 3 Under 15 violations in 2015A -

1) Flash/Smith

2) Jones/Donker

3) Bonzo/Adelman

Mr. Paul Olson also donated $100 towards the food (even though he didn’t stay to enjoy it), as a gesture of goodwill to accompany his application for reinstatement into the league.

  350.00.........Carryover from 2015A

    45.00.....   .Under 15

    80.00.....   .Trades

  100.00.... ... League Donation from Olson
- 200.00.... .. Cater Draft BBQ

+375.00        Balance

B.  Special Business – Olson Reinstatement


The order of business quickly turned to the issue of Paul Olson’s reinstatement into our league.  After several years of “retirement” from our activities, Burls made the request for reinstatement on Paul’s behalf.  Butman seconded the nomination confirming that he had also spoken with Paul about this request.

Since the rules state that the league can consider expansion at its own discretion, the first vote taken (all votes by secret ballots in Stevie’s hat) was whether we should expand the league or not.  The vote was 9-1 in favor of expansion.

Discussion followed on whether there would be an expansion fee associated with it.  Some argued that, since Paul was a “returning” owner, this was simply a franchise reinstatement, as opposed to an entirely new member joining.  They supported no reinstatement fee (as we afforded to Rich several years ago).  Others pointed out that this is an expansion team that will dilute our odds of winning and therefore should be purchased.

Three fee options were put to the vote: $100, $250 and $500.  True to our form the vote came out tied: 3-3-3 with one abstention.  (The Olson Factor has returned already?)

Rather than revote we came to general agreement by discussion that Paul’s expansion fee would be $250 with $100 credit for his dinner donation.  Therefore Oly will need to cough up the remaining $150 prior to the 2016A draft.

Welcome back Oly!!

The next discussion revolved around what draft picks Paul should get.  Our original rules stated that expansion teams would get the first two picks of the draft (e.g. one free player and first pick in the draft).  However when Rich came back we decided that we didn’t like that option and struck it from the rules.

After some discussion it was decided that Paul would –

1) Before the draft starts he will be allowed 3 picks from the non-retainee pool (no rookies).

2) He will draft last (11th), but will receive a supplemental pick (#12 overall) at the end of the first round only.

And finally we discussed the distribution of money to winners.  Under the existing scheme, the payouts for 1st, 2nd & 3rd were distributed in a 6:3:1 ratio.  We discussed other ratios such as 7:3:1, 6:4:1 and 6:3:2 but finally decided to vote on 3 options for the Super Bowl winnings:

a) $200 per team distributed as: $1400/$500/$300

b) $220 per team distributed as: $1500/$560/$360

c) Add a payoff for 4th place finish

The vote came out a)=7, b)=2 with one abstention.
C.  Old Business


Butman has postponed any Wikipedia research/writing indefinitely.  His research revealed that information about the “Oldest” Fantasy league has been taken down from Wikipedia and that we need to find an alternative way for posting stuff about our longevity.  He has decided to renovate our web page, and then set up a common link page that can be referenced in Wiki.  A lot of work but something fun to do with any free time in retirement.

D.  New Business – Proposed Rule Change


Mike Leach proposed that we change our “Tight End” roster designation to “Flex” which would allow owners to start either a Tight End, Wide Receiver or Running Back in that slot.  The vote was  7-3 to keep the Tight End designation as it is.

E.  New Business – Co-Champions?


Tom Martin brought forth the notion of eliminating tie breakers by points and simply declaring co-champions or co-winners who would simply split their combined winnings.  In a vote by acclimation we decided to keep the existing tie-breaker by points system.
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