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2006A League Meeting

TO:

AFL Owners

FROM:
Jeff Butler, League Co-Scribe, and Tom Behrle, League Co-Scribe

Green Valley Ranch!  Just like on TV!!  It was really cool to be a “guest of the hotel” and take advantage of amenities such as the spa.  The poolside scene was great and everyone enjoyed the adjoining dining/shopping area as well.  We can’t recall hearing a single person whining about not being on strip
The Annual Golf Tournament is now down to the twosome of the Scribes, but we still enjoy the time together even if we can’t play golf that well.  There were some other items of note.  Traditional Saturday poolside was well attended.  There were actually some cute babes, and Adelman & Butler entertained the entire poolside with our “Sandal Races” across the pool in the Tropical Storm force gales.  The Commissioner’s absence at Poolside was noted and most were disappointed.  In fact, the scribes’ perception is that the Commish sort of “holed-up” in the ol’ hospitality suite during much of the “camaraderie” time.  Maybe that suite came equipped with a couple of knobbers that Burls & Butman weren’t aware of.

The draft kicked off right on time and went well.  It was probably was the hardest on poor Marty who was sufferin’ from bad back problems.  But he was able to overcome it all enough to deliver a few excellent one-liners.  Again Flash was in attendance as a welcome Vegas bonus.  No one was late but it was noted that Tim Grace and Paul Olson were not present.  No one made a big deal of it since the Kangaroo Court moratorium (imposed at the New Orleans draft) remains in effect, but we do miss our friends and are not afraid to tell them so.

Randy reviewed the financial status and draft order.  The league members provided the traditional round of congratulatory applause to –R--, for his unprecedented 13th AFL Title.  Truly the “Celtics” of our league.  Instead of nasty cigars, the record shows that the 2004B Champion provided a liter of Crown Royal for the Draft’s hospitality suite bar.  
MINUTES:  

A. Treasury Report/Trades/Fees

Balance forward from 2004A winning bet


$860

Carryover from trades, under 15,.etc.. from 2004B  

$130
2005A Trades






$  80
Balance






$1070

B.  Old Business

We recycled the “Mandatory Suicide” issue since the New Orleans vote was tied 5-5.  After some brief discussion we agreed by show of hands that participation in any suicide pools would be voluntary.

C.  Kangaroo Court

The moratorium imposed by the Commissioner in New Orleans “for the good of the league” remains in effect.

D.  Season Split

Since ASU plays at UCLA on Nov 12, we agreed to a 9/8 week season split.  This places the 2005B season draft at 5pm on Saturday, November 12.

E.  2005B Draft Venue

While on the topic of the “B” draft we discussed some details.  Although it was already voted in New Orleans, Mr. Jim Donker graciously offered to host the “B” draft at his new mansion in Scottsdale.  Well done Jim!  Tom Martin volunteered to furnish tables and chairs.  We agreed that Donk would buy the food and that we would reimburse him. 

F.  Money Matters
By unanimous vote (10-0) we agreed to use $470 of the league fund to buy food at Donk’s for the “B” draft, and to place the remaining $600 on a football bet.  Per out recent tradition, the Super Bowl winners from the previous year selected the game.  This year we had the Redskins -3 over the Bears.  On Sunday the hospitality suite crowd gasped in collective horror as the Redskins fumbled the second half kickoff on their own 22 yards line to hand Chicago the touchdown that beat us: Final Redskins 9 – Bears 7!  
G.  New Business
The draft then moved on to the topic of “New Business” and, as usual as the conversation lightened up, the one-liners started to fly.  “I met Katrina downstairs.  She said that she’d do us all.” quoth Donnie in response to a comment about the recent hurricane.
When we actually got around to talking about new business, all that came up was that Donk, Bonzo and Flash would work out details for a golf game on Friday, the day before the 2005B draft.  It was at this precise moment that Tom Martin let out an impassioned plea for the Vicodin Fairy to pay him an immediate visit.
As the conversation again deteriorated away from “New Business” more gems of wisdom emerged:  “It’s just like a sore dick – hard to beat.” Quipped Flash.  Tom Martin wished that someone (anyone but Randy) score more than 93 points some week, because it was just too unfair for Randy to have both the Super Bowl AND weekly scoring titles.
Soon it was recognized that there really was no “New Business” and that the conversation was turning flat.  So we decided to get on with the draft by announcing our retainees in inverse draft order.  Now THAT ensuing conversation was anything but flat!
G.  Announcement of Retainees (RULE CHANGE)
As we moved on with the announcement of Retainees there were no big incidences outside of Jones announcing “Bill Gates” as one of their keepers, and then quickly correcting it to their TE.  However, all hell broke loose after the traditional piss break and Bonzo stated that he wanted to change his announced keepers before the draft actually started.

Bonz argued that it shouldn’t mater since the selection of players had not started.  Leach argued that, after his keepers have been announced, an owner cannot change his mind (although the rules did not explicitly state this).  Well, opinions, tempers and name-calling ensued while the well-worn adage: “You’ve only had 8 months to think about it.” echoed about the room.
Finally it came down to a vote 7-4 that an owner cannot change his keepers once they have been officially announced.  (Rules have been amended to reflect this modification).  But the tempers weren’t cooled down yet.  Bitter about not winning the vote, Butler said that it was “Chicken Shit.”  Leach told Butman to shut up because he didn’t like being called “Chicken Shit.”  Butman called Leach a “Chicken Shit” for not liking to be called a “Chicken Shit.”  Leach chose off Butman.  Only the anticipation of kicking each other’s ass at drafting the best players could break the mutual icy glaze that locked their heads in place.

G.  Player Selection
Once the actual selection of players began, the focus turned to more constructive criticism of Leach than Butler’s crass name-calling.  Quoth Jones: “The worst part of Leach’s team is the coach.”
Kibitzing ran rampant.  First Randy got hit with the $5 fine for mentioning Burleson.  Next it was Behrle for mentioning Josh Brown.  Then it was Randy again for mentioning Billy Volek.  Feeling left out, Butler fined himself $5 and mentioned O. J. Simpson.
G. Wally Henry
Player selection was into the middle rounds before Stevie pulled the only boner worth mentioning the same breath as Wally Henry by trying to draft a kicker (Stover) who had already been picked.  It prompted him to change his drafting strategy to the point where, a few rounds later, Jones would ask: “Steve – why don’t you just look at your old roster and pick them back?”

Speaking of Jones - the draft unofficially ended in the seventh round when he announced that, due to the ASU vs. LSU game that had just started, he had lost interest in the draft and Donker would be blamed for all misgivings on the part of players selected for their team from then on.
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