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September 14, 2014

2014A League Meeting
TO:

AFL Owners

FROM:
Jeff Butler, League Scribe by Default

The Annual Golf Tournament is now down to the threesome of co-Scribes (Behrle, Butler and Leach), but we still enjoy the time together even if we can’t play golf that well (although Mike did shoot a 78 on Gold Canyon's “Sidewinder” course.)  Oh well – after a couple of double Bloody Marys – who cares anyway?  

Rigatony's!  Not the best in terms of ambiance (i.e. had to share a crowded room with screaming kids).  But the food was excellent.  Everyone was very happy with their selections.  Adelman couldn't stop talking about how he had the best steak of his life there.  The tab worked out well – as Flash (the only absentee owner) and Donnie graciously donated $200 as their “gift” to the league as reigning Super Bowl Champs – leaving only everyone to pay his own drink tab.  But alas!  It was there that Tim first informed us about noticing some “floaters” in his eye that morning.  And we all know where that led – detached retina and surgery 3 days later.  We're all still praying for a speedy and complete recovery for our brother and (to use a Behrlean term) “plankowner”,Tim.

Randy and Sue graciously donated their lovely home (complete with Sue's legendary “Killer Brownies” AND ice chest full of beer) to the service of official draft business.  After our pleasantries, introductions to Allie (beautiful dog) and finding our places to sit, the draft began in time.  (Remind me never to sit next to John Adelman again – can't hear myself think!)

Randy reviewed the financial status and draft order.  The league members provided the traditional round of congratulatory applause to Donnie & Flash and thanked them for their classy contribution towards dinner.
MINUTES:  

A. Treasury Report/Trades/Fees


Review of payout schedule:


Super Bowl - $1400/1st , $500/2nd, $300/3rd  = $2200 ($220 X 10 teams)


Weekly - $600/1st, $300/2nd, $100/3rd = $1000 ($100 X 10 teams)

Balance forward from 2013B




$  85

2013B Trades
and one <$15




$  25
Balance






$110

We tabled what to do with the current $110 balance in the league fund.

B.  Season Split


Since ASU plays both weekends at home no matter when we make the season 8/9 vs. 9/8 split (Nov 1 – Utah and Nov. 8 Notre Dame) – it was motioned that we do an 8/9 split, so as not to interfere with the Notre Dame game.  The motion carried by acclimation.  This sets the date of the 2014B season draft on Saturday, Nov. 1, although we could still change the draft to an early afternoon timeslot in order to accommodate owners wanting to attend a night game.  By the way – I'm in on that.  I'll be happy to buy my own ticket to ASU vs. Utah if some one will spot me a ride there.
C.  2014B Draft Venue


After some discussion Doug volunteered the fabulous “Schloss Bonzo”castle for the 2014B draft – PROVIDED he hasn't sold it and moved to other digs by then.  Just in case this “Plan A” fails, Randy agreed to use his house as a backup “Plan B”, while Donker did mumble something about growing a pair and working with Karen to provide their fabulous mansion as an alternative “Plan B”.  Good luck with that Donk.  Last time we drafted there – Admiral & I got 0% sleep that night – except for a couple of dozing interludes at Paradise Valley Hospital ER.  Even worse – poor Marty got concussed while Behrle narrated the whole scene in real time from the hot tub.  I can't wait to go back!!

D.  Old Business


Butman related that all who attended the Tailgate Party at the ASU vs. Notre Dame Game in Dallas had a great time, even though the Sun Devils wound up just a bit shy on the scoreboard.  The total part included about 25 – 30 people and the rented mobile home served as a fantastic tailgate venue.  As much as I hate Jerry Jones and the Cowboys, I must admit that AT&T stadium is the most impressive sports venue that I have ever seen.  Glad I got to visit there.


Along a similar note – Butman reminded everyone that the 2015 “Advocare Kickoff Bowl” will be held on the Saturday of Labor Day weekend, Sept. 5. (one week before the 2015A season draft).  The Advocare game will pit our beloved ASU Sun Devils vs Texas A&M at Reliant Arena in Houston (home of the Texans).  Butman announced that he would put together another tailgate mobile home tailgate party for any interested in attending the Advocare game. 
E.  New Business

Randy mentioned that there is a Wikipedia page about Fantasy Football (link here) and that we should try to get some info about us in there since we have been around for so long.  The oldest league (outside of the original GOPPL) mentioned in this article was founded in 1981.  After some discussion, Butman agreed (by default of course) to see what he could do in order to rightfully place our league in the hallowed place of respect that it deserves.
F.  Rich Jurgens Memorial Trophy

Butman briefly recounted the details surrounding the commissioning of the Rich Jurgen's Memorial Trophy.

Having always agreed to name the league trophy after the first member to pass away, the league was sadly afforded this opportunity upon the untimely passing of our dear brother and Plankowner, Rich Jurgens, in January 2013.

There was quite a bit of squabbling over whether we should just get a new nameplate for the old trophy, or build a new one in Rich's honor.  One element that was mentioned (Tim Grace) was that we should have a special drawer built in it in order to hold a vial of each passed owners ashes (or similar “momento”).  (Rich's daughter, Nicole has already told Tim that she would donate some of Rich's to the cause.)

Finally after reaching no clear league resolve, Butman and Admiral volunteered to take on the task of procuring a new trophy.  Butler used a connection in Texas to build the new trophy (out of wood from the “Mayflower”), while Behrle collected a total of $700 in donations to finance the project.  The trophy cost $500.  So the original intent was to use the remaining $200 for materials to build a shipping crate and the shipping costs to Arizona, any residual to go into the league fund.

Paul Olson and I built the original crate while he was living with us for a few months last fall/winter.  Unfortunately it proved inadequate as Bonzo received the trophy with the football on top shattered.  He returned it to Texas and it cost $200 to repair the unit.  So much for the $700.

Butler (upon receiving welcome advice from Bonzo) then built anew the shipping case that could not be destroyed, bigger and with custom fitted styrofoam inlay (covered with “ASU Gold” felt) – so there is no possibility of the trophy jiggling around inside the case, nor receiving devastating blows from the outside.  The trophy finally arrived at Flash's residence in March 2014, perfectly intact with no signs of wear to either trophy or shipping case.  See photos below:
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